LIFE AfvD \\ORKS OF VAZHAUNNAM VASUDE\A\ ^AMBIDIRI

Yogakshemasabha has made considerable contributions to the
social upliftment and modem education of the Nambudiris. But
Vazhakunnam rendered his services in enlightening and enhancing
the social contact among the communities. He did it diligently
through his religious and spiritual discourses and public functions.
This was possible as the people would forget differences of caste,
position and the like when they mingled in devotional gatherings.

Vazhakunnam's lectures on Narayaniyam had been arranged
on three consecutive days at Guruvayurappan Hall, Calicut. The
famous critic and humorist M.R. Nair (Sanjayan) who had at-
tended the talks on all the three days, seeing the thick croud
remarked that it should have been arranged in the open air. He
put a query in his own style, "who will give me the cost of
'pindathaila' to be bought for massaging the body crushed in the
rush," Zamorin Raja of Kozhikode reveals this incident through
his evocative words.77 The social impact of Vazhakunnam's lec-
tures can be understood from this context.

Swami Vivekananda addresses the upper class of India,78
"Ay, on your bony fingers are some priceless rings of jewel trea-
sured by your ancestors... (Now under the British rule) pass them

77. Interview with P.K. Ettanunni Raja, the present Zamorin Raja
of Calicut.

78.Quoted by Swami Vireswarananda, Religion and National In-
tegration, Sri Ramakrishna Math, Madras, 1986, p. 13.
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